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School Communication

Communication is key to ensuring our school families are kept up to date with the latest news
and information from Mount Roskill Intermediate School (MRI). This is why we communicate
regularly by email and via our school App (SchoolAppsNZ).

It is important that you provide the school with your current email address and mobile number
when entering your details on your child’s enrolment form or advising the school as soon as
possible if these details change.

It is highly recommended that you download our free school app - SchoolAppsNZ :

Q School Arps™

SnApp mobile

The School App is used for accessing all of the school’s communications including instant
messaging should we need to send any emergency or important information out to you.
Through this App you can also notify the school of your child’s absence, easily contact us and
have quick links to our website, school calendar and other key information for our school.
You can download this Free app any time by:

- Go to your App/Play Store, search SchoolAppsNZ and download.

- Start typing Mt Roskill Intermediate into the search field then select Mt Roskill

Intermediate when it shows.

Website

The school website is another important part of our communication with parents. It is updated
regularly and gives parents and families information about what is happening at our school.
www.mri.school.nz

Pgl



http://www.mri.school.nz/

Daily Notices for our students are located on the school App or on our website home-page
under Community Connect, Daily Notices. This provides your child with up to date information
on exactly what is happening each day.

The School Day

Children are expected to be in their rooms by 8:45am, ready for school to begin at 8:50am.
School closes at 3:00pm, with morning interval (10.30am - 11.50am) and lunch time (12.30pm -
1.20pm) breaks. Punctuality is important. There is no early closing on 'wet days'.

Unless children are involved in an organised activity they must be picked up or have left the
school grounds by 3.10pm.

No pupil may leave the school grounds between 8:30am and 3:00pm without prior contact
from home via the school office. Students who are required for appointments during the day
must be collected by a Parent or Caregiver from the school office and be signed out.

For exemption from any part of the school programme (on medical grounds) such as sports or
physical education, a note signed and dated by the parent or caregiver must be provided.

In the event of sickness or an accident to pupils at school, parents will be contacted straight
away by the school, but in serious cases the School may have to act independently and seek
medical aid.

An After School Care programme is available for Mt Roskill Intermediate students at Mt Roskill
Primary school, through The Village Square Trust.

For information on cost and enrolment please contact:

Email: pfc@villagesquare.org.nz

Office Ph: 09 555 5193

Absences

If your child will not be coming to school for any reason, you must notify the school as soon as
possible. The parent or caregiver can notify the school through either our school app, emailing
attendance@mri.school.nz and class teacher or by telephoning the office. Please ensure you

provide your child's name, room number and the reason why they won’t be in.

If the school has not been notified of your child’s absence we will make contact with you via
text message in the morning. Please respond to this text with the reason your child is away.

The School Attendance Officer will contact parents of pupils who are absent if the School has
not been advised of the reason for this absence.

If you must take your child out of school for over 5 days in a row (e.g. a holiday) then we ask

that you write an email to Deputy Principal Jesse McBride (jmcbride@mri.school.nz) explaining
why this is necessary, the departure and return date.

ACES (Auckland City Education Service) will be contacted to follow up with families where there
are concerns with attendance. This is a Ministry of Education service.
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Three times a term you will be emailed an attendance letter, this will detail the percentage of
attendance your child has for the term thus far and the number of times they have been late.

We are committed to maintaining high attendance for your child. If there are any barriers to
them coming to school, please let your child's teacher, or the Office know as soon as possible
and we can help.

School Office

The school office is open from 8:00am until 4:00pm, Monday to Friday during Term Time.
Messages for teachers and pupils are to be communicated through the school office between
these times, or messages left on the school answer phone during out-of-school hours. You may
also email the school — office@mri.school.nz, or email the teacher directly.

It is important that we have your current home address and telephone number, the correct
email address and any other emergency contact numbers on file. Parents, please use our
School App, or Website, or contact the office directly to update any changes to your contact
details. It is also important that the school office is also informed of any custody arrangements.

Visitors to the School

Parents are welcome in the school. Appointments with teachers can be made through the
school office at any time during the year or by emailing the class teacher. All visitors entering
the school or wishing to speak to a staff member or student, must first report to the office and
be signed in. This regulation is for the protection of all students. You will be asked to wear an
identifying badge if you are moving about the school. You will be required to sign out when
you leave.

School Uniform

From the start of the 2026 school year our school uniform is changing. All Year 7 and new
students are to wear the new uniform.

From 2027 onwards all students (both Year 7 and Year 8) will be required to wear the new
uniform.

All students must attend school wearing the correct uniform.
If there is a problem with wearing the correct uniform, a signed note must be provided from
home and carried by the student during the agreed period.

Our school uniform is supplied through NZ Uniforms. Our uniform is breathable and also
provides warmth and comfort. A number of options are available, including long sleeved shirts,
trousers and jackets. Non-regulation clothing should not be worn.

Where and when can you buy your uniform:

NZ Uniform shop is located at: Unit 4, 531 Great South Road, Penrose
Store hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 4pm
Phone: 09 281 5643. Email: penrose@nzuniforms.com

Shop online at mri.nzuniforms.com
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Special orders

If your child is likely to need a special item made to order for them, because of their size or
body proportions, it is important that you contact NZ Uniforms directly, as soon as possible, to
ensure that it can be manufactured in time.

Payment Options

NZ Uniform offers a number of payment options. WINZ / OT / Charities / Trusts / Whanau &
Family QUOTES. WINZ CUR number: 001604113. Please contact NZ Uniforms who will assist
you with your payment queries.

Deviations to the Uniform:

Girls required to wear a head scarf for religious reasons: The head scarf is to be no longer than
chest length. Plain Black, no colours or patterns. We have hijabs available for purchase from
the Office or from NZ Uniform.

Sikh headwear - to wear plain black Patkas

Old Clothing (not P.E. gear) must be worn for contact sports on the field in the winter.

Optional:
Sun Cap: A plain black cap or bucket hat (non-branded) can be worn outside during the
summer months. Caps are available from the school office for $10.00.

Shoes:

Please only purchase shoes that are permitted.

School shoes must be flat plain black shoes, not boots. These must be fully enclosed. No visible
branding

Plain black sandals can be worn during summer, but covered shoes must be worn in the
technology classrooms for safety.

Socks - Must be plain black or MRI socks

Jewellery:

Students may wear small plain stud earrings in their ears.
Cultural taonga can be worn.

Hair Ties - only plain black hair elastics are to be worn
Hair longer than shoulder length must be tied back neatly.

Make up and nail polish is not permitted.

Clear naming of all school uniform items is important in reducing lost items.
Can you please clearly name all of your child’s uniform items, including their shoes.

Stationery

We have a mixed model of working with books and technology at our school, so stationery will
be required to be purchased for your child.

Complete stationery packs are required for each student each year. Payment is to be made via
Kindo. This pack ensures that your child will have all the necessary stationery for all classes
throughout the school year.
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MRI encourages their students to BYOC (bring your own chromebook). Your child has the
opportunity to bring and use their own chromebook in the classroom each day.
If parents choose for their child to BYOC, you will need to purchase:-
e Achromebook and a charger.
® A bag or case for transporting it safely.
MRI will provide a recharging container if overnight storage is required.

Alternatively, MRI has a small supply of Chromebooks which are available if necessary.
Hapara DashBoard allows the school to monitor student use of Chromebooks at school. This
helps to ensure safe and appropriate use of digital devices.

Kindo

MRI has partnered with Kindo as our ordering and payment system. All families with the school
will be emailed information about signing up to Kindo. Through Kindo you will be able to pay
for your child’s expenses such as stationery, sports, extra-curricular expenses and it will give
you access to ezlunch for lunch ordering.

Payments

Mt Roskill Intermediate has opted in to the donations scheme, therefore we do not ask parents
for any donations (gifts/koha). We may still request a donation for overnight camps.

Activity payments are required to cover the costs of optional equipment, experiences, and
services that are additional to curriculum obligations. Payment may also be required for
curriculum-based activities that involve a “take home” component for the student to keep.

Mt Roskill Intermediate School offers a range of Specialist teachers in Food Technology,
Performing Arts, Science, and Materials Technology. Students will participate in all of these
subjects. Closed shoes must be worn for these lessons to meet safety regulations (sandals are
not permitted).

Swimming

Swimming is an important part of the School's curriculum. Parents are asked to ensure their
child has the appropriate swimwear. The School Pool is in operation during Terms 1 and 4.

Note: Should a student be unable to take part in a swimming lesson for health or religious
reasons, the classroom teacher must be contacted in the first instance.

Homework

Year 7 and Year 8 teachers provide weekly homework to support the learning that takes place in
class. This may include revision, research, or completion of class tasks.

Establishing a regular homework routine helps develop your child’s independent study habits
and supports their preparation for secondary school.

We recommend that all students read for at least 10 minutes each day.
Homework should not take longer than 30 minutes per night on weekdays.
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Reporting to Parents

Throughout the year, two written reports will be issued to mainstream students — one in July
and one in December. These reports provide information about your child’s progress and
achievement at school.

We understand that parents want to be actively involved in their child’s learning. There are two
opportunities each year (in Terms 1 and 3) for parents to meet with teachers to discuss learning
goals and progress.

Parents are also encouraged to contact their child’s teacher or a Deputy Principal at any time to
discuss any concerns. The more we understand about any challenges or difficulties, the better
we can work together to support your child’s learning and wellbeing at MRI.

Lunches
MRI is a Water Only School.

Mt Roskill Intermediate School partners with ezlunch as our school lunch provider. Lunches can
be ordered online before 9:00am each day at www.ezlunch.co.nz and are delivered to school by
lunchtime.

The ezlunch website will guide you through how to create an account, and you can easily place
and pay for orders using your myKindo account.

Please note that students are not permitted to leave the school grounds at lunchtime to buy
food.

Valuables and Cellphones

Teachers cannot take responsibility for valuable items, so students are advised not to bring
them to school.

As per the Ministry of Education no cell phones in schools mandate, students are not permitted
to have a cell phone at school. If a child has a genuine need for a cell phone, while travelling to
and from school, it must be checked in with their classroom teacher first thing in the morning.
The phone will then be stored securely in the school office and returned at the end of the day.

Bicycles

It is important that students biking to school have a secure lock for their bike. The school will
also keep the bike sheds securely locked during school hours. The school does not cover loss of
bicycles or other valuable items. The wearing of bicycle helmets is compulsory. Please ensure
that the helmet straps are adjusted correctly for safety.

Music Lessons

MRI offers onsite music lessons through Lewis Eady music school, starting from Term 1 in 2026.

Instruments to learn range from keyboard, to the guitar, to the drums.
Click Here to Enrol
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Term Dates and Holidays for 2026

Mt Roskill Intermediate School will be open for instruction on the following days.

Term 1: Monday 2nd February - Thursday 2nd April

Term 2: Monday 20th April - Friday 3rd July

Term 3: Monday 20th July - Friday 25th September

Term 4: Monday 12th October - Friday 11th December - Year 8’s

Monday 14th December - Year 7’s

The school will be closed on these days: (Public Holidays)

Waitangi Day - 6th February (Friday) - InTerm 1

Good Friday - 3rd April (Friday) - Start of Holidays
Easter Monday - 6th April (Monday) - In Holidays
Easter Tuesday - 7th April (Tuesday) - In Holidays

Anzac Day holiday Observed 27th April (Monday) - InTerm 2

King’s Birthday - 1st June (Monday) - InTerm 2
Matariki - 10th July (Friday) - In Holidays
Labour Day - 26th October (Monday) - InTerm 4
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